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About the theme:

Fill in the ____.

What word were you thinking of?

Our brain has the astonishing capability to fill in missing words 
in a _______. It sees context, compares it with its database of 
memories and picks what fits the most. Because we all have 
different sets of memories, we don't all get the same answer.

Think of human knowledge as a puzzle and problem-solving as 
putting its pieces together. Naturally, you start with what is in 
your local field of view. The underestimated next step is finding 
what is not. 

Without looking beyond our own horizon, it’s not possible to 
realize how our individual knowledge connects to other 
information, currently out of reach. Without putting it in context, 
it's like trying to solve a puzzle without knowing what the picture 
looks like. Like only using the back where all the pieces are 
gray.

Join us at TEDxTUM 2022 and get inspired by our speakers, 
showcasing their parts of the puzzle, because it might just be 
the blank that you’ve been missing to get a glimpse at the 
bigger _______.

Join the team

Enjoying the event? Consider joining our team to help make it 
happen in the future.

We are a team of passionate volunteers who are driven by their 
desire to spread ideas in our community. We worked hard all 
year to make this day truly extraordinary, and we had a blast 
doing it.

Think of human knowledge as a puzzle and problem-solving as 
putting its pieces together. Naturally, you start with what is in 
your local field of view. The underestimated next step is finding 
what is not. 

2023 will be a year of big changes for us, as many of our team 
members are retiring. We will be looking for new core team 
members and people who are willing to take on a team lead 
position with more responsibility and the opportunity to really 
shape what we do. We need your help to keep TEDxTUM 
going!

If you would like to join our core team or become an event-day 
helper in the future, subscribe to our newsletter at 
www.tedxtum.com. We will let you know more about our 
recruitment with plenty of time to plan. If you believe that you 
have the time, passion, and sense of responsibility to assume a 
team leadership position next year, email us at 
organizer@tedxtum.com.

Dear Guests

Greetings from the other side. The unimaginable side, whose 
existence we doubted before we reached it. The ups that 
vanished in the clouds when life threw the next down at us. We 
are living through times that are never short of unexpected 
tragedy and disaster. And when our definition of normal was 
questioned we found a new normal.

But right when we catch our footing in the new normal, getting 
comfortable and familiar with it, something, somewhere else, 
will always come up to disrupt life as we know it. There is 
always a point where we think that this is it, time will forever be 
split into ‘before’ and ‘after’ a particular incident.  And in a sense 
this is true. But we underestimate the influence that we have on 
the ‘after’.

With the world changing at an increasingly faster pace, it feels 
as if we are trapped in a continuous post-new-normal - history 
repeating itself endlessly, infinite cycles through finite states, so 
the only thing remaining constant seems to be the change.

And in this dystopian image of life on this planet, we could give 
up hope if it weren’t for one thing: Perspective.

The ability to look at the uncertainty of the future and see 
through the fog, roam through all the possibilities, and envision 
a society that has either overcome its current challenges or 
learned to live with them. 

The bravery to look at the emptiness and fill it with something of 
yourself.

This is the experience that we intend to give you with our main 
event this year.

So however dire life’s challenges may seem sometimes, we 
hope to remind you that in all human history, there has been 
another side, created by people who were inspired enough to fill 
in their blanks, and enlightened others to do the same with 
theirs. 

See you on the next other side.

Lots of Love,

The TEDxTUM Team

Speakers

OPHELIA DEROY

Ophelia Deroy is a cognitive scientist and 
philosopher, leading an interdisciplinary 
research laboratory at the Ludwig-
Maximilians-University in Munich, where she 
also works as a professor, holding the chair in 
Philosophy of Mind. She held research and 
visiting positions in Paris, New York, Rio, 
Berlin and London, where she served as 
deputy director of the Institute of Philosophy. 



She is an active promoter of stronger 
connections between philosophical and 
scientific approaches to the mind. Thus, in 
her unique research laboratory, together with 
her team, she starts with problems instead of 
disciplines. The result is an academically 
diverse group of psychologists, 
neuroscientists, and computer scientists, 
turning philosophical theories into 
experiments, to conduct research on how we 
combine personal and social information.



As an extension, to implement these new 
ideas in the real world, she is advising 
governments, NGOs, museums, and 
companies to foster better collective 
experiences and communication.

OLIVER HAYDEN

Oliver Hayden holds the Heinz-Nixdorf Chair 
for Biomedical Electronics at the Technical 
University of Munich.



The road to his current field of research in 
medical technologies was long and winding, 
with academic and industry positions spread 
out over different continents and publications 
in various different scientific disciplines 
around biology, chemistry, medicine, material 
sciences, optics, and electronics.



These detours have enabled him to gather a 
much-needed set of perspectives, which he 
can now apply to tackle this game-changing 
and life-saving issue, that allows us to come 
a step closer to understanding the very blood 
that runs through all of our veins.

LYDIA LEIPERT

Lydia Leipert is a German journalist at the 
public broadcast Bayerischer Rundfunk (BR). 

Before working cross-media for radio, TV, and 
print –  in Germany and abroad, Lydia 
completed a degree in history at the 
Humboldt University of Berlin and graduated 
from the Berlin School of Journalism.



Today, her heart beats for digital media as 
well as imparting knowledge in new ways, like 
with the award-winning project 
@ichbinsophiescholl, a biographic real-time 
narrative on Instagram for the German 
heroine. This innovative historical account 
turned out to be a great success with 
currently more than 600,000 followers. 



Being part of the editorial team was one of 
the most challenging, yet rewarding 
experiences of her career so far. She sees 
the collaborative lighthouse project as proof 
that public broadcast exists beyond linear 
presentation. 

KARIM TARRAF

Karim Tarraf is an entrepreneur and co-
founder of Hawa Dawa, a Munich-based 
company named one of the Top 10 
Innovators in Germany and Top 35 in Europe 
by the MIT Technology Review among others. 
His company pioneers the use of sensor and 
satellite data to track and analyze air quality 
and correlate it with specific use cases in 
major cities. His aim is to make 
environmental data easily available such that 
it enables cities, businesses and citizens to 
steer climate-neutrality through an intuitive 
platform.



Born and raised in Cairo, he coordinated 
climate mitigation projects for organizations 
such as the UN Environment Programme and 
the BMU in Southeast Asia and the MENA 
region. He is a frequent guest of stakeholder 
consultations on matters of climate change 
and air pollution organized by the World 
Health Organization. Next to his work at 
Hawa Dawa he is also a start-up mentor at 
the FEPS Incubation Center of Cairo 
University. 



A family man, Karim likes to spend his time 
seeking inner tranquility on the Mediterranean 
with his wife and daughters. As a proponent 
of hard work, he notes that one must have 
faith, but also that one must act diligently as 
well. Therefore, his thoughts are perfectly 
encapsulated in the proverb: “Trust in God, 
but tie up your camel”.

MARIAH FREYA

Mariah Freya co-founded Beducated.com, an 
international online platform for sex 
education, with her husband Phil Steinweber. 
Over time, they expanded it to turn into one of 
the most seminal resources for sexual well-
being and happiness. Their intention and 
recipe of success - advice that goes beyond 
the current status quo of basic advice and 
instead puts its focus on the learning process 
of adults in various stages of their life.



With determination, ease, and euphoria they 
frame a healthy discussion around sex and all 
topics that can bring color into your bedroom. 
That is because, where most sources of sex-
ed at best get their biology right, they want to 
acknowledge the bigger picture of aspects 
like pleasure, communication, and 
exploration, that factor in just as well. 



So keep improving your knowledge and skill 
set as a lover along with the founders, who, 
despite being in the position of teaching, are 
with you on that journey of discovery. 
Because after all, as with everything else 
learning is a lifelong process and you never 
know what you don’t know.

KIRSTIN HEGNER

Kirstin Hegner is an economist by education 
and, as of 2017, Managing Director of the 
Digital Hub Mobility at UnternehmerTUM in 
Munich. Her personal mission is dedicated to 
shaping the future of mobility by bringing 
companies, startups and scientists together 
to develop innovative solutions for 
sustainable, networked and space-
appropriate mobility.  



If she’s not working on sustainable mobility 
solutions, you can find her spending her days 
out in the mountains hiking, climbing or 
skiing. An advocate for physical activity, she 
believes that movement is everything—
whether cycling 10 km a day on the bike, 
swaying on the dancefloor or skiing in the 
Alps. Following the same premise, she thinks 
that a more active approach to mobility could 
solve one of the problems that cities like 
Munich experience - massive traffic jams and 
air quality problems.



By working with start-ups and incumbents in 
the mobility industry, Kirstin aims to solve 
these issues with mobility in large cities 
around Germany. Through identifying 
problems and seeking start-ups which could 
solve them, Digital Hub Mobility works with 
stakeholders to provide solutions to the 
market in short timeframes, ultimately 
reshaping the way we see mobility of the 
future.

MANUEL OPITZ

Manuel Opitz is a medtech entrepreneur, 
having worked for a handful of startups and 
co-founding and leading two as CEO. 
Currently heading deepeye Medical, his goal 
is to improve healthcare by empowering 
medical professionals with digital tools to 
treat their patients better.



A true personification of the phrase “jack of all 
trades,” Manuel strives to bring together 
experts from various disciplines to solve 
challenging healthcare problems. He started 
off as someone not big on networking earlier 
in his career, but is now an active facilitator 
connecting people in healthtech.



Being a regular digital health speaker, Manuel 
has two TEDx talks and multiple podcasts to 
his credit. With the motto to “learn something 
new every day”, he hopes to spread 
awareness and inspire people toward 
effective digital healthcare.

CLAUDIA TRAIDL-HOFFMANN

Practicing dermatologist, ski-ing instructor, 
singer, musician, author, wife and mother of 
two, calling Claudia Traidl-Hoffmann 
“multifaceted” is an understatement. Driven 
by a strong sense of empathy she hopes to 
literally “heal the world” by preventing 
diseases altogether.



As a physician-scientist, her research in 
medical science focuses on the interaction 
between humans and the environment 
around them which then determines the state 
of health or illness in a person. To this end, 
Claudia and her team were able to 
revolutionize the idea of how allergies arise 
and found new drivers for allergic immune 
responses in pollen.



Apart from this, Claudia hopes to educate the 
world about climate change and how it 
impacts each and every one of us. Through 
her book “Überhitzt” she tackles the topic and 
goes on to explain how climate change 
impacts our health and what we can 
potentially do about it before it is too late. She 
is convinced that she has what it takes to 
drive this change!

Hosts

SAMI AFIFI

Sami has been part of the TEDxTUM curation 
team for so long, he is almost considered 
inventory. Besides helping speakers shape 
the best version of their talks, he is known for 
being a source of calmness even when the 
world around him seems to be falling apart.

JENNY CHENG

Jenny is a long-standing member of 
TEDxTUM. As brand promoter and happiness 
manager she enjoys encouraging others to 
discover the fascinating TEDx universe and 
help team members grow and thrive.

GIOVANNA TIGGES

Giovanna is a management & technology 
student at TUM and has always been 
passionate about the art of rhetoric. That 
makes her a big TEDxTUM enthusiast and 
proud curation & speaker coaching team 
member.

AGNESE BARAZZA

People, conversations, ideas… that’s what 
gets Agnese out of bed in the morning! As 
curation team lead, she loves helping 
speakers find the best angle for their stories 
and be as prepared as they can for the 
moment they walk on stage and share their 
ideas with the world.

DORA DZVONYAR

Dora is a science communicator and loves 
working at the intersection of research, 
technology, art and society. TEDxTUM has 
helped her discover many new skills and 
passions over the years and she encourages 
other team members to find theirs.

Performances

JOHANNES HÄRTL

With the notion of life itself as a mentor and 
his daily inspiration, Johannes Härtl is a 
choreographer and youth mentor. As a life-
long learner he aspires to always become a 
better version of himself and inspires those 
around him to do the same. 



Initially Johannes pursued an apprenticeship 
in hotel management which later evolved to 
studying medicine and pedagogy and working 
with drug-addicted youth. Currently, 
Johannes is the director of Iwanson 
International School of Contemporary Dance, 
the very school he learned to dance at.

DORO SEROR

“Everyday is a new beginning” that is what 
Doro Seror encapsulates in both herself and 
her art. As an environmental artist, she mainly 
focuses on sustainability and recycling in her 
artistic work to bring forth new creations 
through a constant renewal process. Doro 
studied at the Academy of Fine Arts in 
Munich, in addition to later exploring and 
learning dance, body therapy and 
shamanism. Doro has had notable exhibits at 
the Pinakothek der Moderne in Munich and 
the Ulster Museum in Belfast. 



Doro draws from her diverse experience and 
background describing her artworks as rituals 
and ceremonies that support people on their 
journey. She places utmost importance to 
create art that defies the very meaning of the 
word and to not waste the resources of our 
planet. Doro has created installments from 
surplus of used clothing to demonstrate the 
impact of unnecessary clothing waste and to 
teach people ways to actively participate in 
art and sustainability in their own lives.

HerTree

Alexandra, known by her artist name 
HerTree, is a musician, composer and singer. 
Manifesting a novel and fascinating approach 
to music, she introduces the idea of 
producing music only with nature recordings. 
Wanting to be remembered by bringing the 
inherent beauty of nature to the cities and 
closer to the people, she strides deep into 
nature seeking to discover the magical 
moments and sounds that lie deep within it.



Growing up close to forests as a child, she 
started observing the enchanting melodies it 
can produce from a small age, leading her to 
record audio while she was hiking, just so 
that she could hear them again. Ranging from 
Bavarian forests to jungles in Thailand, 
Alexandra records in different environments 
due to her appreciation of the vast differences 
between the sounds each produces.



As she released her first songs in 2019, she 
won a cultural award and was, after the 
release of her debut album in 2021, featured 
prominently on German television and radio 
stations. Currently, she’s working on new 
songs, looking to bring the sounds of the 
rainforest to her listeners next.

Let's paint a picture of curiosity,

knowledge and new ideas

Audience Experience

Speaker’s Corner

Scavenger Hunt

Mad Stories

Entrance

Photowall

Giant Jenga

Expression Wall

Paint Station

Did you know that only 50% of the value of a TEDx event 
comes from the talks? The other half comes from… YOU! You 
have an entire world inside your mind, and guess what? So do 
the other attendees standing next to you. 



There are so many questions to be asked and answers to be 
found. May it be a new sound, an unknown smell or something 
we feel for the first time today, with each experience a piece of 
our puzzle of life slowly but steadily gets filled. 



To enrich the time between the talks and performances, we 
have also prepared several exciting activities to fire up your 
mind. Most of them are described on the following pages—
make sure to visit all parts of our venue to find them on event 
day! 

At our four speakers’ corners (red, blue, pink & yellow), you can 
interact directly with the speakers from each session. Whether 
you engage in intriguing discussions, ask questions, or just 
congratulate them on a great talk, the floor is yours! The hosts 
will tell you in each session which speaker will be available in 
which corner.

Take matters into your own hands and use your newly learned 
wisdom in three interactive adventures centered around the 
speakers’ talks. Tame a wildfire with firefighters, bring a criminal 
hacker behind bars or create an AI to enhance coworkers’ well-
being! 

Solving all the riddles in those three storylines isn’t just a 
testament to your expertise, in addition it gives you a chance to 
win a precious TEDxTUM prize.

Matching the theme of filling blanks, you will have the chance to 
come up with stories you most likely wouldn’t have been able to 
find by yourself!

With our prepared prompts one player asks another to pick 
adjectives, nouns, verbs and exclamations with no context of 
the actual story - only when reading them out loud afterwards 
will the nonsensical twists and turns of your narrative reveal 
themselves!

There are no winners or losers, only laughter!

You will be greeted by a cloud of words floating above your 
heads! Take a look at the visual representation of ideas, and 
find the missing blanks to add the last puzzle piece of our 
decorative elements in your mind’s eye!

Get your picture taken with friends and future friends, in front of 
our event backdrop to show your friends how you spent the day, 
have a memory to look back to in a few years only to be slightly 
embarrassed about your haircut and physically fill in the blank! 
Join our giveaway and post your pictures using #tedxtum.

The sky is the limit for our oversized version of the classic 
dexterity game! Find out how important a well rounded, stable 
monument is by pulling out bricks from the bottom and placing 
them back on the top, until it rises to vertiginous heights!

Express yourself to us, other attendees and the world by adding 
your thoughts to our wall! See what others wrote and get 
inspired through this collaborative experience of confiding in the 
people around you. What you share with the world is what it 
keeps of you!

Bring some colour into your life and individualise your goodie 
bags at our paint station, where you can play around with 
various shapes and colour palettes to create your own custom 
design to decorate your new everyday helper.

About

About TEDx

About TED

In the spirit of ideas worth spreading, TEDx is a program of 
local, self-organized events that bring people together to share 
a TED-like experience. At a TEDx event, TEDTalks video and 
live speakers combine to spark deep discussion and connection 
in a small group. These local, self-organized events are 
branded TEDx, where x = independently organized TED event. 
The TED Conference provides general guidance for the TEDx 
program, but individual TEDx events are self-organized (subject 
to certain rules and regulations).

TED is a nonprofit organization devoted to Ideas Worth 
Spreading. Started as a conference in California 30 years ago, 
TED has grown to support those world-changing ideas with 
many initiatives. For information about TED’s upcoming 
conferences, visit www.ted.com/registration

E.ON Digital Technology

&why

Climate protection is the most urgent task of our decade. 
Society, industry, and the economy must transform profoundly in 
order to become CO2-neutral. The energy industry is making a 
key contribution to this and is therefore facing a decade of 
growth. As a leading network operator and partner to 50 million 
customers, E.ON is better placed than any other energy 
company in Europe to play a key role in shaping the new era of 
green energy and to play a leading role in building a 
decentralized, CO2-free energy world.

We are decisively driving forward the energy transition in 
Europe and are committed to sustainability, climate protection, 
and the future of our planet.

 

At E.ON Digital Technology we manage and implement the 
digital transformation of E.ON SE, that focuses on energy 
networks, customer solutions and renewable energies. 

With around 3500 employees in 11 countries E.ON Digital 
Technology aims at evolving to a 

multifaceted, guiding business partner for platforms, services 
and smart solutions with highly skilled people. 

 

IT is our core competence. We own and develop it. Digital 
Transformation is our drive. Together, we pioneer innovation.


&why turns companies into digital benchmarks through design 
and technology. With a focus on strategy, branding and digital 
products such as websites and AR/VR experiences, the digital 
agency gets to the core and creates the foundation for 
sustainable growth. In addition to startups such as TIER and 
GoLeasy, the 35 employees in Munich and Berlin work with 
international benchmarks such as Siemens, Alete bewusst, 
Goldbeck and the Arolsen Archives. &why also sets standards 
as a responsible company: the agency grows culture-first, runs 
a free pop-up space for social organizations, supports non-profit 
projects and is on its way to become a certified B Corp.

Partners

Gold Partner

Silver Partner

In-Kind Partners

Food & Beverage Partners

/tedxtum @tedxtum

www.tedxtum.com

@tedxtum


