TUM AUDIMAX. MUNICH |




Dear Guest,

Welcome to a realm where the intricate tapestry of simplicity and complexity weaves the
fabric of our lives.

As we gather today in the spirit of forming a collective, we embark on a journey that
celebrates the beauty hidden within the mundane, the profound beneath the ordinary, and
the splendor of a community that thrives in the embrace of shared inspiration.

In a world that often seems to whirl with chaos and change, it's all too easy to overlook'the*
beauty and depth found within the seemingly straightforward aspects of our existence.
Life, much like its intricate dance, can sometimes appear so interwoven, requiring us to
decipher the patterns that lay before us. But herein lies the paradox: even in the face of
utmost intricacy, we can find the elegance of simplicity.

Our event this year brings together seven extraordinary speakers and three captivating
performers, ‘each a torchbearer of wisdom, adept at'unraveling the complexities of their
respective fields and presenting them with a clarity that resonates with us all.

Together, they are the architects of "Simple Complexity,' offering profound insights into the
layers of existence and revealing the meaning within the everyday.

As you immerse yourself in our event, we invite you to explore not only the fascinating ideas
shared from the stage but also the wondrous connections formed within this gathering. The
community spirit that surrounds us, diverse and dynamic, is a living testament to the
complex beauty of human interaction.

So, dear guest, as you take your seat in the audience, know that you are an essential thread
in the rich tapestry of this "Simple Complexity". With gratitude and anticipation we will guide
you through the day, and hope to spark the same sense of community, for everyone
attending the event, that we felt when making it.

Today, let us embrace the primal relief of our capacity to form bonds with others, and reflect
on the richness that emerges when multiple people come together to share their
experiences.

With warm regards,

The TEDXTUM Team
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Our understanding of the world comes with a huge paradox:

Think of the simplest thing you can imagine. The flip of a coin. A simple wave to.a person
across the street. Whatever it is, to fully describe the concept and all factors that made it
happen, requires pages of knowledge in natural iand social sciences, as well:as' the
expertise of people who spent years studying enormously specific niches in their field. The
same applies to any activity. Humans have the amazing capability of turning everything into
a science, to optimise every last bit of nuance out of seemingly mundane tasks.

Now from an outside perspective, that might seem a little intimidating and discourage
anyone from starting something new. But it's important to keep in mind that most of these
intricacies ‘are complex, not complicated. The important difference between these words is
that the latter invokes difficulty, while the former just refers to the scale of components. The
formation of a snowflake, for example, is quite complex, as the developing crystals form
geometric patterns which are elaborate to describe — but the actual phenomenon behind it
is not that hard to understand.

This is where the other side of the paradox comes in: The most profound ideas can be
elegantly- simple. However, it takes the most detailed understanding to take a:complex
concept and explain it in simple terms. Our speakers have mastered their craft to a point
that enables them to distill all the intertwining aspects of life into accessible wisdom.

Join us for a day of challenging intellect, educational activities and experience the simple
complexity for yourself.
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SAMI HADDADIN

Sami Haddadin, a prominent figure in the field of robotics and artificial intelligence, is
celebrated for his pioneering contributions. His journey is marked by a deep-rooted passion
for science and technology, and he has eme'rged as a leading voice in the world of :
intelligent machines.

Sami's vision extends beyond the present, envisioning a future where these intelligent
machines are not only capable of autonomous interaction and learning but seamlessly
integrate into our ever-evolving world. His‘commitment to advancing the scientific
foundations of robotics is evident in his transformative work, which has the potentlal to
redefine our interaction with technology and the world around us.

He is currently the Executive Director of the Munich Institute of Robotics and Machine
Intelligence (MIRMI) at the Technical University of Munich (TUM) and heads the Chair of
Robotics and Systems Intelligence. An innovator at heart, Sami's dedication to pushing the
boundaries of knowledge makes him a powerful force in shaping the future of these
transformative technologies and the boundless possibilities they offer to our global society.

BENCE GOCZAN

From Cardboard Dreams to Stratospheric Realities: Bence Goczan's Journey into Space
Engineering

Bence Goczan, a space engineer, embarked on his remarkable journey when a simple
cardboard cutout of the Pathfinder Mars probe and Sojourner rover ignited his passion for
space exploratlon Having seen a YouTube video of an iPhone's journey to the edge of
space via a balloon, fueled him towards hlgh -altitude ballooning.

More than a decade later, Bence has contributed to over 30 stratospheric missions, worked
on three satellites, and sent self-built cameras to the edge of space. With a BSc. in
Embedded Engineering, he established a high-altitude balloon project, providing a platform
for student experiments and comprehensive balloon services.

Bence's story exemplifies the power of curiosity and determination. His motto, "Try- *
everything and do not regret anything,’ underlines his adventurous spirit and unwavering
commitment to pushing the boundaries of exploration. As a speaker, he shares insights into
space engineering, high-altitude ballooning, and the pursuit of audacious dreams.



RALPH KIEFER

Ralph is a pianist and composer. He started composing at the age of 12 and formed his
own band a few years later. After studying Jazz Piano in Munich he worked with many .
bands and artists from Hip Hop to Soul & Jazz.

Besides that he also loves to study art books and the record collection of his parents.
His inspiration comes from the surroundings, the beauty of a tree, a flower, birds
singing, or the sound of the river can lead to a significant creation.

He'could‘spend hours and forget everything around-in that creative process. His goal is
to create joyful moments & bring people together through his music.

SANDRA BEJARANO

Originally from the vibrant streets of Madrid, Spain, Sandra Bejarano's artistic adventure
began with a short-term Erasmus course in Munich, only to transform into an extraordinary
11-year journey in the world of creativity. Her innate curiosity, fueled by a fascination with
anatomy, theatre, and organic materials, has been the compass guiding her artistic
exploration.

For Sandra, the essence of art lies in crafting something profoundly original, a journey that
has always been marked by her unyielding spirit of experimentation. Her artistic palette
extends far beyond convention, often delving into unconventional materials and themes.
The core of her work is like a living entity, evolving and transforming over time, bearing an
emotional and intimate charge.

Sandra's art is nothing short of a revelation, and it has cast a unique spell on the
contemporary art world. It's atestament to her innovative spirit and an-embodiment of her
boundless passion for the arts.
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ANNEKE VAN HETEREN

Meet Dr. Anneke van Heteren: Palaeozoologist, Mammalogy curator, and lifelong knowledge
seeker. From her childhood inquisitiveness to her remarkable academic journey, Anneke's
love for exploration led her to a PhD at the University of Roehampton, postdoc in Paris, and
a prestigious Humboldt Foundation fellowship,

As the curator at the Bavarian State Collection of Zoology and a dedicated teacher at
Ludwig-Maximilians-University, she's a force to reckon with in her field. Anneke's research
spans the captivating world of the Cenozoic era, from cave bears to dodos, all driven by her
unrelenting curiosity and her favorite word, "Why."

Her philosophy? "The past is the key to the future." Anneke's passion extends beyond
academia; she finds kinship with Dr. Sattler from Jurassic Park, a character enthralled by
ancient life. In addition to her scholarly feats, she once briefly held the women's world
record for a 100 km single scull row and also does partner aerobics!

MICHAEL COLDEWEY

Michael Coldewey, a passionate flmmaker and dedicated teacher, is a true visual storyteller,
seamlessly translating words into captivating images. As the founder of TRIXTER, he has
left an indelible mark on the film industry, contributing visual effects to over 40 blockbuster
movies, primarily in the US including over 15 in the Marvel Cinematic Universe. Michael has
also directed two animated theatrical feature films and produced three live-action movies, :
showcasing his versatility and commitment to storytelling.

With over 20 years of industry experience, Michael is a revered figure in filmmaking.
However, his journey takes a unique turn as he has discovered his deep love for teaching. At
MD.H Mediadesign Hochschule, he inspires and motivates emerging talents, passing on his
passion and expertise. His career encapsulates the transformative power of film, and his
dedication to both the art and education of flmmaking continues to shape the industry.and
inspire the next generation.



HERTREE

Alexandra, known by her artist name HerTree, is a musician, composer and singer.
Manifesting a novel and fascinating approach to music, she introduces the idea of
producing music only with nature recordings. Wanting to be remembered by bringing the
inherent beauty of nature to the cities and closer to the people, she strides deep into nature
seeking to discover the magical moments and sounds that lie deep within it.

Growing up close to forests as a child, she started observing the enchanting melodies it can
produce from a small age, leading her to record audio while she was hiking, just so that she
could hear them again. Ranging from Bavarian forests to jungles in Thailand, Alexandra
records in different environments due to her appreciation of the vast differences between
the sounds each produces.

As she released her first songs in 2019, she won a cultural award and was, after the release
of her debut album in 2021, featured prominently on German television and radio stations.
Currently, she’s working on new songs, looking to bring the sounds of the rainforest to her
listenersnext.







JONAS LUTZ

Meet Jonas Lutz, a dynamic 32-year-old with a unique blend of qualifications in Media
Management and Social Work. His passion for making a difference led him to the Bavarian
Youth Council, where he coordinates the groundbreaking Project Digital Streetwork.

His unwavering motivation stems from the positive feedback received from the young
people he's dedicated to serving. Together with his team, they've designed a transformative
concept aimed at supporting youth during challenging times. The joy of witnessing their
progress and hearing about their improved well-being keeps Jonas fueled and ready to
make an impact.

Jonas Lutz is the embodiment of a youth advocate, driven by the belief that empowering
young minds can lead to remarkable transformations.

DIOSA

Meet Sara alias DIOSA. She is a Dancer, movement pedagogue and music producer. She
does Club Performances, theatre pieces, music videos or showings at exhibitions. DIOSA
didn’t like to dance a certain way, she always wanted to dance freely, moved by her
surroundings.

She wanted to learn from people, not from teachers, because she thought teachers let her
dance acertain way. Then she found the IMAL Music Theatre in Munich, where she could
embrace herself as a dancer and performer. She started to take various dance classes and
felt home. That's what gave her the courage to carty on dancing and making music. -

Her dance style contains a strong spinning motive, movements of vogueing, whacking and
hiphop.

Depending on the mood, her costume, music and surroundings her dance style changes.
Her goal is to move people and amplify joy in the world while enjoying the thing she loves:
The art of dancing.



ZHUANGHUA SHI

Zhuanghua Shi is a passionate researcher with an.insatiable curiosity about human
perception. His primary interest lies in understanding the intricate nature of how we
perceive the world around us and the origins of perceptual biases. One of his intriguing .
focal points is the enigma of time perception - why we frequently misjudge the passage of
time in our daily lives.

In addition to his scholarly pursuits, Zhuanghua holds several distinguished roles, such as a
professor in the Psychology Department, an associated faculty member of the Graduate
School of Systemic Neurosciences (GSN-LMU), and the coordinator of the Neuroimaging
Core Unit Munich (NICUM).

He also serves as the principal investigator at the Multisensory Perception Lab at LMU
Munich. His work is not only impactful but also prominently recognized, with one of his
review papers featured on the front cover of Trends in Cognitive Sciences. Zhuanghua Shi is
a trailblazer, dedicated in his quest to decode perceptual distortions and provide insights
into our perceptual world.




Did you know that only 50% of the value of a TEDx event comes from the talks? The other
half comes from... YOU! You have an entire world inside your mind, and guess what? So do
the other attendees standing next to you.

There are so many questions to be asked and answers to be found. May it be a new sound,
an unknown smell or something we feel for the first time today, with each experience a
piece of our puzzle of life slowly but steadily gets filled.

To enrich the time between the talks and performances, we have also prepared several
exciting activities to fire up your mind. Most of them are described on the following
pages—make sure to visit all parts of our venue to find them on event day!

You get a stamp at every station and if you manage to collect all of them, and send us your
card for the next ticket sale, you will get a special discount!
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